
Does it have a beak? 

It’s a bird. Stop. Does it have a gap between the 
front and back teeth? 

Does it have canines (long pointed pair of 
teeth like dogs have)? 

Do back teeth have roots? (Pull one 
out to check). 

It’s a shrew. 
Stop. It’s a mole. Stop. 

It’s a bat. Stop. Do teeth have redish brown 
tips? 

Do back teeth form pointed 
triangles?  

Is the skull greater than 25 
mm?  

It’s a mouse. 
Stop. 

It’s a rat. 
Stop. 

It’s a vole. 
Stop. 

Are there 4-5 separate 
back teeth? 

It’s a pocket gopher. 
Stop.  

Can’t be identified with this 
key.  Stop. 
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