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Ocean Floor Comprehension Questions

1.) What does an oceanographer study? _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

2.) What are the three factors that make it difficult for oceanographers to study 

the bottom of the ocean? __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

3.) What happens to the temperature as you go deeper into the ocean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

4.) What happens to the pressure as you go deeper into the ocean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

5.) Explain how SONAR uses sound to map the ocean floor. ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

6.) When you walk out into the ocean, what ocean feature are you standing on? 

__________________________________________________________________________

7.) Why does most ocean life near the continental shelf? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

8.) What is the deepest trench on Earth? ____________________________________



The Ocean Floor

Identify the ocean floor features using the word bank.

Continental Slope   Continental Shelf   Seamounts

Volcanic Island       Mid-Ocean Ridge     Abyssal Plain  Trench 

Ocean Feature Define and describe.
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