
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi! Thank you for visiting thehomeschooldaily.com ! So glad you 

were able to find a school tool you can use. Please feel free to use this 

activity for your own personal use or if you are the main teacher in a 

coop setting. I provide this free resource to encourage others to 

homeschool their own.  

If you would like to share the file with others, I ask that you share by 

sending them a link to my website or to the page that hosts the file. 

Please do not send them a link directly to just the PDF file (the file 

you are at now).  

You may not sell, copy, or alter my files as your own. You may not 

host my files on your own website without linking them to 

thehomeschooldaily.com or giving proper attribution to 

thehomeschooldaily.com . 

May you be blessed on your homeschooling journey. Happy learning! 

 Marie 

Space Race Articles 

There are three articles in this set. Each article builds upon the one before it. The 
articles explain what the Space Race was, what happened during it, and what 
accomplishments occurred during it. Each article features multiple-choice 
comprehension questions. These articles help students to understand the why 
behind the Space Race.  
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The Space Race 

The Space Race was a time of competition between the 
United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. 
After World War II, these two powerful countries did not 
trust each other and wanted to prove they were stronger 
and more advanced. One way they tried to do this was 
through science and technology, especially in space 
exploration. 

The Space Race began in 1957 when the Soviet Union 
launched Sputnik 1, the first satellite to orbit Earth. This 
event surprised the United States and made many 
Americans worried that the Soviet Union was ahead in 
technology. Soon after, the Soviet Union sent the first 
human into space, Yuri Gagarin, in 1961. These early 
successes gave the Soviet Union a strong lead.  

In response, the United States worked quickly to catch up. The government created NASA to 
lead space exploration efforts. That same year, President John F. Kennedy announced an 
ambitious goal: to land a man on the Moon before the end of the decade. This challenge inspired 
scientists, engineers, and astronauts across the country to work together on new technology 
and space missions. 

Throughout the 1960s, both countries continued to compete by launching rockets, sending 
astronauts and cosmonauts into space, and testing new spacecraft. Each success was seen as 
a sign of national pride and strength. The competition pushed both sides to make rapid advances 
in science and engineering that might have taken much longer otherwise. 

The Space Race reached its most important moment in 1969 with the Apollo 11 Moon Landing. 
During this mission, astronauts from the United States landed on the Moon and safely returned 
to Earth. This achievement was watched by millions of people around the world and is often 
seen as the moment when the United States pulled ahead in the Space Race. 

Even though the competition between the two countries was intense, the Space Race led to 
many important discoveries and inventions. It helped improve computers, communication, and 
our understanding of space. Over time, the focus shifted from competition to cooperation, and 
countries began working together on space projects. 

The Space Race was an exciting and important time in history. It showed how determination, 
creativity, and teamwork can lead to incredible achievements, including sending humans to the 
Moon.  



The Space Race Questions 

1. What was the Space Race? 

A. A race to build the fastest car in the world 

B. A competition between the United States and the Soviet Union in space exploration  

C. A contest to travel to Antarctica first 

D. A sports event between NASA and the Soviet Union 

2. When did the Space Race begin? 

A. 1945 

B. 1957  

C. 1969 

D. 1961 

3. What was Sputnik 1? 

A. The first person in space 

B. The first rocket to reach the Moon 

C. The first satellite to orbit Earth  

D. The first space shuttle 

4. Who was the first human in space? 

A. Yuri Gagarin  

B. Neil Armstrong 

C. Buzz Aldrin 

D. John Glenn 

5. Why did the United States create NASA? 

A. To explore the ocean 

B. To compete in sports 

C. To build airplanes for World War II 

D. To lead space exploration efforts  

6. What goal did President John F. Kennedy announce? 

A. To send a robot to Mars 

B. To land a man on the Moon before the end of the decade  

C. To build the fastest rocket in the world 

D. To create a satellite network for TV 

7. Which country landed astronauts on the Moon first? 

A. Soviet Union 

B. China 

C. United States  

D. France 



8. What was a major result of the Space Race? 

A. Many important discoveries and inventions  

B. Faster cars on Earth 

C. A decrease in science learning 

D. The end of all space missions 

9. What did the Space Race teach people? 

A. That space exploration is impossible 

B. That teamwork, creativity, and determination can lead to great achievements  

C. That only one country can succeed 

D. That astronauts don’t need training 

10. How did the focus of space exploration change over time? 

A. From cooperation to competition 

B. From Earth to Antarctica 

C. From building rockets to building planes 

D. From competition to cooperation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Apollo Missions and the Space Race 

During the time known as the Space Race, two countries—the 
United States and the Soviet Union— were competing to see 
who could achieve the greatest accomplishments in space. 
Both sides wanted to prove they were the most advanced in 
science and technology. After the Soviet Union made 
important firsts, like launching the first satellite and sending 
the first person into space, the United States decided to set a 
bold new goal. 

In 1961, President John F. Kennedy announced that the United 
States would send a man to the Moon and bring him back 
safely before the end of the decade. This goal led to the 
creation of the Apollo missions, a series of spaceflights led by 
NASA. These missions were carefully planned to test new technology, train astronauts, and prepare for 
landing on the Moon. 

The Apollo missions began with test flights that helped scientists learn how to travel safely in space. 
Each mission built on the one before it. Some tested the spacecraft, while others practiced orbiting the 
Moon. All of this work was leading up to one very important moment. In 1969, the mission known as the 
Apollo 11 Moon Landing successfully landed astronauts on the Moon. Astronauts Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin became the first people to walk on its surface, while Michael Collins remained in orbit 
above the Moon. 

This achievement was a huge moment in the Space Race. Millions of people around the world watched 
as humans walked on the Moon for the first time. It showed that the United States had reached the goal 
it had set and had developed the technology needed to travel such a great distance. Because of this 
success, many people believe that the United States had “won” the Space Race. 

The Apollo missions did not end with Apollo 11. 
Several more missions followed, allowing 
astronauts to explore different parts of the Moon 
and bring back rocks and information for scientists 
to study. These missions helped people learn 
more about the Moon and about space in general. 

The Apollo missions were important not only 
because they put humans on the Moon, but also 
because they were a key part of the Space Race. 

They showed what people can accomplish when they work together toward a big goal. Even today, the 
Apollo missions inspire scientists, engineers, and explorers to continue learning about space and to 
dream about future missions beyond the Moon. 

 



The Apollo Missions and the Space Race Questions 

1. What was the main goal of the Apollo missions? 

A. To explore the oceans 

B. To land a man on the Moon and bring him back safely  

C. To build the fastest rocket on Earth 

D. To send a robot to Mars 

2. Who announced the goal of landing a man on the Moon? 

A. Neil Armstrong 

B. Buzz Aldrin 

C. President John F. Kennedy  

D. Michael Collins 

3. Why were the Apollo missions created? 

A. To test new technology, train astronauts, and prepare for a Moon landing  

B. To compete in a science fair 

C. To build satellites for television 

D. To travel to Mars 

4. Who were the first humans to walk on the Moon? 

A. Yuri Gagarin and Valentina Tereshkova 

B. Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin  

C. Michael Collins and John Glenn 

D. Alan Shepard and Gus Grissom 

5. Who stayed in orbit above the Moon during Apollo 11? 

A. Neil Armstrong 

B. Buzz Aldrin 

C. Michael Collins  

D. John Glenn 

6. When did the Apollo 11 Moon Landing happen? 

A. 1961 

B. 1965 

C. 1969  

D. 1972 

7. What did later Apollo missions do after Apollo 11? 

A. Sent people to Mars 

B. Explored different parts of the Moon and brought back rocks and information  

C. Only practiced launching rockets 

D. Stopped space exploration 



8. Why were the Apollo missions important for the Space Race? 

A. They were a fun vacation for astronauts 

B. They showed what people can accomplish when they work together toward a big goal  

C. They were a way to build bigger rockets for Earth travel 

D. They focused on creating satellites for TV 

9. What did the Apollo missions teach scientists and engineers? 

A. How to make cars faster 

B. How to survive and travel safely in space  

C. How to travel underwater 

D. How to grow food on Earth 

10. How do the Apollo missions continue to influence people today? 

A. They inspire scientists, engineers, and explorers to keep learning about space  

B. They stopped all space research 

C. They made space exploration easier for everyone immediately 

D. They only affected the United States 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Apollo Missions and the Spacecraft That Took Astronauts to the 
Moon 

After the United States set the goal of landing a person on the Moon during the Space Race, the Apollo 
program was created by NASA to make it happen. The Apollo missions were a series of spaceflights 
that carried astronauts from Earth to the Moon and back. These missions were carefully planned to test 
new technology, train astronauts, and prepare for landing on the Moon. 

What Were the Apollo Missions? 

The Apollo missions were more than just trips to space—they were steps toward one big goal: landing 
humans on the Moon. The most famous mission, Apollo 11 Moon Landing, made history in 1969 when 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the first people to walk on the Moon. Michael Collins stayed in 
orbit above, piloting the Command Module. Later Apollo missions explored different areas of the Moon 
and returned rocks and other samples for scientists to study. Each mission taught astronauts and 
scientists new things about living in space and traveling to other worlds. 

The Saturn V Rocket  

To reach the Moon, astronauts 
needed a rocket powerful enough to 
escape Earth’s gravity. That rocket 
was the Saturn V, the tallest rocket 
ever built at the time. Standing as 
tall as a 36-story building, the 
Saturn V had three stages that fired 
one after another to lift the 
spacecraft off the ground and into 
space. Each stage was carefully 
timed to make sure the astronauts 
could travel safely toward the 
Moon. Without this powerful rocket, 
the Apollo missions would never 
have been possible. 

The Command Module 

At the top of the Saturn V rocket was the Command Module, the part of the spacecraft where the 
astronauts lived for most of the mission. Shaped like a cone, it contained seats, controls, and 
computers to help astronauts navigate and operate the spacecraft. The Command Module was also the 
only part of the Apollo spacecraft designed to return safely to Earth. It acted as both the astronauts’ 
home and their control center during the mission, keeping them safe and giving them everything they 
needed for the journey. 

The Service Module 



Attached to the Command Module was the Service Module, which carried fuel, oxygen, water, and 
engines to help steer the spacecraft. The Service Module worked together with the Command Module, 
and the two were called the Command and Service Module, or CSM. The Service Module was essential 
for controlling the spacecraft’s movements, providing power, and supplying astronauts with air and 
water during the mission. 

The Lunar Module 

To actually land on the Moon, astronauts used a special spacecraft called the Lunar Module. This 
unique spacecraft had two parts: one designed for landing on the Moon and one for taking off from the 
Moon. It could only fly in space and could not operate on Earth. Two astronauts would travel down to 
the Moon in the Lunar Module while the third stayed behind in the Command Module orbiting above. 
Once their work on the Moon was complete, the Lunar Module would lift off and dock again with the 
Command Module for the trip back home.  

How the Apollo Missions Worked 

A typical Apollo mission began with the Saturn V rocket blasting off from Earth. After traveling through 
space, the spacecraft would reach the Moon. The Lunar Module would separate from the Command 
Module and land on the Moon’s surface, where astronauts explored, conducted experiments, and 
collected rock samples. Once the mission on the Moon was finished, the Lunar Module returned to the 
orbiting Command Module. Finally, all the astronauts traveled back to Earth in the Command Module, 
which safely splashed down in the ocean, where recovery teams waited to bring them home. 

Why the Apollo Missions Matter 

The Apollo missions were more than just exciting space trips. They showed what people could achieve 
with teamwork, planning, and scientific skill. Even when problems occurred, such as on the famous 
Apollo 13 mission, astronauts used quick thinking and cooperation to get home safely. The missions 
also taught the world more about the Moon, space travel, and what humans can do when they work 
together toward a big goal. 

A Giant Leap 

When Neil Armstrong first stepped 
onto the Moon, he said, “one small 
step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind.” These words captured 
the excitement and importance of 
the Apollo program. The missions 
were a huge step forward in space 
exploration and are still inspiring 
scientists, engineers, and explorers 
today. The Apollo missions were 
not only a part of the Space Race—they were a symbol of human curiosity, determination, and the 
desire to reach beyond our world. 



The Apollo Missions and the Spacecraft That Took Astronauts to the Moon 

1. What was the main goal of the Apollo program? 

A. To explore the ocean 

B. To land humans on the Moon and bring them back safely  

C. To build satellites for television 

D. To create space stations around Earth 

2. Which mission was the first to land humans on the Moon? 

A. Apollo 11 

B. Apollo 10  

C. Apollo 13 

D. Apollo 7 

3. Who were the first people to walk on the Moon? 

A. Yuri Gagarin and Valentina Tereshkova 

B. Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin  

C. Michael Collins and John Glenn 

D. Alan Shepard and Gus Grissom 

4. Who stayed in orbit above the Moon during Apollo 11? 

A. Neil Armstrong 

B. Buzz Aldrin 

C. Michael Collins  

D. John Glenn 

5. What was the Saturn V rocket used for? 

A. To orbit Earth only 

B. To land on the Moon by itself 

C. To transport astronauts to Mars 

D. To escape Earth’s gravity and travel to the Moon  

6. How tall was the Saturn V rocket? 

A. As tall as a 10-story building 

B. As tall as a 36-story building  

C. As tall as a 50-story building 

D. As tall as a school bus 

7. What is the Command Module? 

A. The part that landed on the Moon 

B. A module used only for experiments on the Moon 

C. A part of the Saturn V rocket that carried fuel 

D. The module astronauts lived in and controlled the spacecraft from  

8. What does the Service Module do? 



A. Helps astronauts land on the Moon 

B. Carries fuel, water, oxygen, and helps steer the spacecraft  

C. Returns astronauts safely to Earth 

D. Holds the astronauts’ food only 

9. What is the Lunar Module designed for? 

A. To land on the Moon and take off from it 

B. To orbit the moon 

C. To carry astronauts back to Earth 

D. To communicate with NASA only 

10. How many astronauts travel to the Moon in the Lunar Module? 

A. One 

B. Three 

C. Two 

D. Four 

11. What happens after the Lunar Module finishes its work on the Moon? 

A. It crashes on the Moon 

B. It lifts off and docks with the Command Module  

C. It stays on the Moon forever 

D. It returns directly to Earth 

12. What is the final step of an Apollo mission? 

A. Launching the rocket into space 

B. Walking on the Moon 

C. Splashdown of the Command Module in the ocean  

D. Docking the Lunar Module on the Moon 

13. Why were the Apollo missions important? 

A. They were just fun trips for astronauts 

B. They showed teamwork, planning, and scientific skill  

C. They were only for building rockets 

D. They only tested satellites 

14. What famous words did Neil Armstrong say on the Moon? 

A. “One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” 

B. “Houston, we have a problem.” 

C. “To the Moon and back!” 

D. “We made it!” 

15. What do the Apollo missions continue to inspire today? 

A. Only teachers 

B. Scientists, engineers, and explorers  

C. Car engineers 

D. Athletes 



ANSWER KEY 

The Space Race Article Answers 

1.) B 
2.) B 
3.) C 
4.) A 
5.) D 
6.) B 
7.) C 
8.) A 
9.) B 
10.) D 

 

The Apollo Missions and the Space Race Answers 

1.) B 
2.) C 
3.) A 
4.) B 
5.) C 
6.) C 
7.) B 
8.) B 
9.) B 
10.) A 

The Apollo Missions and the Spacecraft That Took Astronauts to the Moon 

1.) B 
2.) A 
3.) B 
4.) C 
5.) D 
6.) B 
7.) D 
8.) B 
9.) A 
10.) C 
11.) B 
12.) C 
13.) B 
14.) A 
15.) B 


